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Among the foothills, for their fear
Was great of fighting in the clear.
But there they made a stand anew,
And there one of our knights they slew.
Much to the Frenchmen's blame, 'tis told.
Prowess outvalues balm or gold.

A  BRAVE   HOSPITALLER   IS  DISCIPLINED

A Hospitaller with success
Did a brave feat of rare address,
Had he not broken discipline.
His prowess was to blame therein.
Robert de Bruges 5 was this man's name.
Hearing the outcry, swift he came,
Rode past his brothers, and pressed on
To far beyond the gonfalon,

From the host not to separate.
He by his courage was so pressed
That he charged on and left the rest.
He spurred the horse he rode, a marvelous,
Great battle charger vigorous,                                               9>92<>
Straight at a Turk whom he had seen
Gay, brightly armored, and serene.
He came upon him at full tilt,
Holding his stout lance by the hilt.
Piercing his yellow coat of mail,
The lance went through him full an ell.
This was the deed he did, and so
The Turkish miscreant was brought low.
His corse was not left there. Straightway
5 Robert of Bruges, a Hospitaller, is not known aside from this reference. He does
not appear on any of the documents in Delaville LeRoulx, Cartulaire general des Hos-
fotaliers.
6 G. Paris notes (p. 438) that the lacuna must be those lines which include the ac-
count of the order given to the Hospitallers by their Master not to engage in single
combat.